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Rear Admiral Francis “Stash” Pelkowski assumed his duties 
as Senior Reserve Officer, Coast Guard Atlantic Area in June 
2014. He currently facilitates the training and mobilization 
readiness of over 4,400 reservists from as far west as Colorado 
to as far East as Afghanistan.  Prior to this assignment, 
he served as the Senior Reserve Officer for the Deputy 
Commandant of Operations (DCO) and the Emergency 
Preparedness Liaison Officer (EPLO) Coordinator at U.S. 
Coast Guard Headquarters.

Rear Admiral Pelkowski enlisted in the Coast Guard and began 
his career as a coxswain operating the 44’ motor life boat and 
the 41’ utility boat, performing law enforcement and search 
& rescue missions.  Upon receiving his commission, he was 
assigned to various USCG cutters and served as a qualified 
Deck Watch Officer.  Later he served as a Group Operations 
Center Controller and as the Operations Officer for the U.S. Navy’s Naval Coastal Warfare Harbor 
Defense Command.  Rear Admiral Pelkowski also served as the Chief of Prevention and later as 
the Senior Reserve Officer at Sector NY.  He then served as the Deputy Chief of Staff for the 5th 
Coast Guard District where he qualified and filled in for the Active Duty Chief of Staff.

In 2010, Rear Admiral Pelkowski assumed command of the Coast Guard Joint Staff Unit in Suffolk, 
Virginia and provided Coast Guard expertise to the DoD Joint Chiefs while simultaneously holding 
a second command by starting NATO’s first joint reserve unit directing U.S. Air Force, Marine 
Corps, Army, and Coast Guard reservists to advance numerous NATO priorities such as counter-
IED and maritime chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and enhanced conventional weapons 
detection initiatives, the first time a Coast Guard reservist had assumed a NATO leadership position.

Rear Admiral Pelkowski earned a Juris Doctor Degree from N.Y. Law School, an MBA from the 
N.Y. Institute of Technology, and a Bachelor of Engineering degree from N.Y. Maritime College 
at Fort Schuyler.  He has studied at the National Defense University, Naval War College, Army 
War College, and the Joint Forces Staff College.  He has earned a U.S. Merchant Marine Third 
Assistant Engineers license in addition to his Master’s license, and he earned licenses to practice 
law in the States of New York & New Jersey.

Rear Admiral Pelkowski’s military decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal, 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (3 awards), Navy & Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal, and the Basic Training Honor Graduate Ribbon.  He qualified as a U.S. 
Navy Expeditionary Battle Watch Commander and has earned the USCG Coxswain, Permanent 
Cutterman, & Advanced Boat Force Operations Insignias as well as the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Identification Badge.


